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Welsh community and to revive Welsh national-
ism. In their new surroundings they spoke their
own Welsh language and very few of them had
learned English. They had been encouraged in
their national aspirations by an agreement with
Penn that they were to have a tract of 40,000 acres
where they could live by themselves. The land
assigned to them lay west of Philadelphia in that
high ridge along the present main line of the Penn-
sylvania Railroad, now so noted for its wealthy
suburban homes. All the important names of
townships and places in that region, such as Wynne-
wood, St. Davids, Berwyn, Bryn Mawr, Merion,
Haverford, Radnor, are Welsh in origin. Some
of the Welsh spread round to the north of Phila-
delphia, where names like Gwynedd and Penllyn
remain as their memorials. The Chester Valley
bordering the high ridge of their first settlement
they called Duffrin Mawr or Great Valley.

These Welsh, like so many of the Quakers, were
of a well-to-do class. They rapidly developed
their fertile land and, for pioneers, lived quite
luxuriously. They had none of the usual county
and township officers but ruled their Welsh Barony,
as it was called, through the authority of their
Quaker meetings. But this system eventually